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Abstract By quantitatively analyzing the settlement policies issued by local governments
since 2000 and the constructs of the China Hukou Registration Index (CHRID), we find that

first-tier cities and some second-tier cities set a higher requirement threshold, and there is an
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upward trend; while third-tier cities, four-tier cities and fifth-tier set a lower requirement
threshold, and there is a downward trend. Population size, public service, geographic
location and economic development level are the main factors that have a strong correlation
with the difficulty of getting local Huji registration measured by CHRI. The CHRI can be
used for quantitative research on household registration reform, urbanization and social im-
pacts of labor mobility barriers.
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